
Step 1: Solvent Choice
The properties that make 

organic solvents ideal for 
removing tough contaminants 

also can make them unhealthy 
for workers. When possible, 
substitute hazardous solvents 

being used for green chemistry options. 

Step 4: Application
        Spray bottles and cotton 

rags increase the amount of 
solvent used—risking greater 
inhalation of VOCs. Switch
to dispensing systems featuring 

closed, sealed containers and pre-
saturated, task-specific wipes to
release the optimal amount of solvent. 
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Step 5: Disposal
Excessive disposal of 

solvent-soaked rags leads not 
only to increased cost but also 

to increased exposure. By reducing the 
amount of solvent ending up in a facility’s 
waste stream, there is a decrease in the 
frequency of exposure for workers who 
handle hazardous waste. 

Step 2: Storage
Storage of solvents in 
open containers can lead 
to dangerous exposure to 
inhalants. Replace open 
containers with enclosed, 

sealed containers for both long-term 
storage and at the point of use. 

Step 3: Dispensing
Solvents are often over 
handled during dispensing. 

Each handling step poses a 
health and safety risk to 

workers as a result of VOC, 
splash and spill exposures. Eliminate 
unnecessary steps in the movement
and transfer of solvents. 

One aircraft maintenance facility 
was able to reduce their
purchase of lotoxane by 
by switching from the use of 
spray bottles and dry wipes 
to a closed bucket saturated 
wipe system.

Simple changes to your solvents approach can make a big impact

For help uncovering 
hidden opportunities, visit:
www.kcprofessional.com/
e�cientworkplace
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!One aerospace
manufacturer
was able to
reduce worker exposure
to acetone vapor by over 
in the painting area by switching
from open buckets and rags to a
closed saturated wipe system.
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The real cost of chemical usage 
The organic solvents used by facilities to clean 
parts, materials and equipment are typically highly 
volatile—evaporating quickly when exposed to the 
air. Workers using these products, and even those 
working nearby, are being exposed continuously 
to VOCs. The impact of occupational exposure to 
toxic substances is startling.
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